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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Animal  Report  on  the  health  ol 
Widnes  for  1956  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  health  of  l he  Borough 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  previous  years. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  19.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1955 
it  was  18.5  and  in  1954  17.4.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
15.7. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  13.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared 
with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  showed  a  slight  decrease  from  29.9  per  1,000 
live  births  for  1955  to  29.6  for  the  year  under  review.  This  figure  is  below 
the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  of  all  types  per  1,000  of  the  population 
was  2.08  which  was  the  same  rate  as  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  rate 
for  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  0.62  compared  with  0.41  for 
England  and  Wales.  During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  no  material 

change  in  the  death  rate  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus. 

• 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  over  the  past  two  years  the  death  rate 
from  bronchitis  in  the  Borough  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  rates  per  1,000  being  0.38  and  0.50  for  Widnes  and  0.67  and  0.66  for 
England  and  Wales. 

There  were  nineteen  deaths  as  a  result  of  accidents  of  all  types  compared 
with  twenty-five  deaths  during  the  previous  year. 

The  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  615  cases  being 
notified  compared  with  1,183  in  1955,  was  largely  due  to  the  very  much 
lower  incidence  of  measles.  Notifications  of  whooping  cough  and  pneu¬ 
monia  increased  but  this  was  offset  by  a  decrease  in  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning.  There  were  seven  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the 
year. 
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Figures  for  tuberculosis  which  have  been  continuously  improving 
during  recent  years  showed  a  further  reduction  during  1956.  Thirty-four 
cases  were  notified  compared  with  forty-four  in  1955  and  there  were 
three  deaths  compared  with  five  in  1955. 

During  the  year  a  change  of  designation  was  introduced  by  Parliament 
whereby  the  name  Sanitary  Inspector  was  changed  to  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  and  inspectors  have  made  6,724  visits  to 
premises.  2,306  nuisances  or  contraventions  of  various  Acts  were  dis¬ 
covered  and  1,059  informal  and  441  statutory  notices  were  served.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  fifteen  instances. 

It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  make  a  more  definite  approach  to 
the  pioblem  of  unfit  houses  within  the  Borough  and  in  consequence  ten 
individual  houses  and  five  clearance  areas  which  included  thirty-nme 
houses  were  represented  for  demolition  or  closure. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  force  at  the  start 
of  the  year  involving  the  department  in  a  considerable  amount  of  work. 
All  food  premises  were  visited  and  vehicles  inspected,  necessitating  al¬ 
together  925  inspections.  Copies  of  the  Regulations  were  distributed  and 
guidance  given  in  their  interpretation.  In  addition  152  samples  of  milk  and 
other  foods  were  taken  for  analysis  and  108  samples  of  milk  and  twelve 
samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Inspec¬ 
tions  under  the  Shops  and  factories  Acts  were  maintained  and  efforts  to 
minimise  air  pollution  through  observation,  visits  to  managements,  etc., 
were  continued. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year,  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation,  in  particular  to 

Mr.  E.  f .  Starkey,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  their  assistance  at 
all  times. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS— 

Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  .  .  .  .  .  6,178 

Population  at  Census,  1951  .  48,785 

Population  estimated,  1956  .  50,060 

Density  of  Population  ( i.e No.  of  persons  per  acre)  .  8.1 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1951  Census)  .  .  .  .  12,459 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1956  according  to  rate  book)  .  .  14,414 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £440,671 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  .  .  .  .  .  £1,700 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  Births:  Males,  535,  Females,  476  .  1,011 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — Adjusted .  .  19.2 

Number  of  Deaths:  Males,  249,  Females  223  .  .  472 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — Crude  .  9.4 

— Adjusted  .  .  .  13.3 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  .  539 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  age  of  one  year)  .  .  .  .  30 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  .  29.6 

Deaths  from  Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Death-rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  0.1 

Death-rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  2.08 

Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  0.04 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  .  46.4 
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POPULATION 


The  population  returns  since  1861  are  given  below: 


Year 

Population 

Inhabited 

houses 

Average 
per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,519 

5.66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1931 

40,619 

8,534 

4.63 

Est.  1956 

50,060 

14,414 

3.47 

The  Registrar 
was  50,060.  This 
1955. 

General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  year  1956 
is  an  increase  of  190  over  the  estimated  population  for 

BIRTHS— 

Totals 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

. 970 

510 

460 

Birth  Rate  . 

41 

..  19.2 

Illegitimate 

25 

16 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales . 

.  15.7 

1 LLEGIMATE  BlRTHS - 

The  percentage  of  births  which 
past  fifteen  years  is  as  follows: — 


1942  .  5.2  per  cent 

1943  .  6.0  per  cent 

1944  .  5.6  per  cent 

1945  .  9.8  per  cent 

1946  .  7.0  per  cent 

1947  .  4.7  per  cent 

1948  .  4.5  per  cent 

1956 


were  illegimate  during  each  of  the 


1949  .  4.3  per  cent 

1950  .  4.5  per  cent 

1951  . .  .....  5.1  per  cent 

1952  .  4.1  per  cent 

1953  .  4.2  per  cent 

1954  .  3.2  per  cent 

1955  .  3.3  per  cent 


4.0  per  cent 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1956- 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
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Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasms — 

Stomach . 

Lung,  bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  diseases  . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  War  . 


Total 
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— 
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15 
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12 

35 

19 

— 
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— 

— 
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3 

5 
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13 
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2 
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2 

3 
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472 

30 

7 

3 

5 

24 

124 

132 

147 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  in  age  Groups  over  the  past  ten  years  and 

RATES  PER  1,000  OF  POPULATION 


Year 

Age  Groups 

Per  1,000  total 
population 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  &  over 

All  ages 

Widnes 

England  & 

Wales 

1947 

— 

7 

34 

40 

81 

1.75 

1.85 

1948 

1 

6 

39 

33 

79 

1.66 

1.91 

1949 

— 

7 

30 

40 

77 

1.60 

1.93 

1950 

2 

6 

30 

52 

90 

2.00 

1.94 

1951 

2 

13 

36 

37 

88 

1.80 

1.96 

1952 

1 

11 

43 

48 

103 

2.11 

1.99 

1953 

1 

9 

44 

59 

113 

2.31 

1.99 

1954 

— 

8 

30 

48 

86 

1.74 

2.04 

1955 

— 

7 

40 

59 

106 

2.12 

2.06 

1956 

— 

8 

46 

50 

104 

2.08 

2.08 

Details  of  Cancer  Deaths  over  the  past  five  years 


Year 

Site 

Age  Groups 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

pop’n. 

Total 
all  ages 

t 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  & 
over 

M 

F 

1952 

Stomach 

_____ 

1 

2 

5 

4 

0.25 

7 

5 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

3 

17 

9 

2 

0.63 

26 

5 

Other  sites 

1 

7 

24 

20 

8 

1.23 

25 

35 

1953 

Stomach 

_ 

1 

3 

10 

5 

0.39 

10 

9 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

4 

15 

10 

1 

0.61 

28 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

26 

22 

11 

1.31 

34 

30 

1954 

Stomach 

_ 

. 

5 

7 

3 

0.30 

8 

7 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

1 

11 

9 

1 

0.44 

21 

1 

Other  sites 

— 

7 

14 

15 

13 

1.00 

25 

24 

1955 

Stomach 

. 

1 

6 

8 

3 

0.36 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

— 

15 

16 

2 

0.66 

31 

2 

Other  sites 

— 

6 

19 

15 

15 

1.10 

24 

31 

1956 

Stomach 

_ 

7 

9 

4 

0.40 

9 

11 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

2 

13 

12 

4 

0.62 

27 

4 

Other  sites 

— 

6 

26 

17 

4 

1.06 

23 

30 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

The  following  table  shows  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  which  occurred  in  the  Borough, 
together  with  corresponding  data  for  England  and  Wales. 


Disease 

Widnes 

England 
and  Wales 

Influenza 

0.99 

0.06 

Pnuemonia 

0.44 

0.52 

Bronchitis  . 

0.50 

0.66 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

0.30 

0.11 

Cancer  of  lung  &  bronchus 

0.62 

0.41 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis . 

0.04 

0.11 
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Details  of  Deaths  due  to  Accidents 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  accidents  showed  a  substantial 
decrease  compared  with  the  figures  for  1955  it  was  above  the  average  for 
the  past  seven  years.  A  particularly  unsatisfactory  feature  is  that  despite 
the  increased  efforts  being  made  to  prevent  road  accidents  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  source  in  1956  should  be  so  comparatively  high.  The 
following  tables  show: — 

(a)  Cause  of  Accidental  Deaths  in  age  groups — 1956 


CAUSE 

Under  1  year 

1 — 4  years 

5 — 14  years 

15 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  years  &  over 

All  ages 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Falls  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Works  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Burns  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Asphyxia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Coal  gas  poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  accidental  deaths 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

— 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

5 

19 

(b)  Principal  causes  of  Accidental  Deaths  over  the  past  seven 

YEARS 


Year 

All  Causes 

Road  Traffic 

Works 

Falls 

1950  . 

30 

10 

2 

7 

1951  . 

13 

2 

1 

5 

1952  . 

8 

4 

— 

2 

1953  . 

13 

3 

— 

6 

1954  . 

19 

5 

2 

8 

1955  . 

25 

4 

3 

10 

1956  . 

19 

6 

1 

6 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 
Widnes  which  occurred  in  institutions  during  the  year  1956: 


Widnes  Accident  Hospital  . 

Widnes  Maternity  Home  (infants  7) 
Whiston  Hospital  (infants  15) 

Warrington  General  Hospital  . 

Warrington  Infirmary 

St.  Helens  Hospital  (infants  1) 

Providence  Hospital,  St.  Helens . 

Walton  Hospital  • . 

Broadgreen  Hospital 

St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Liverpool 

Alder  Hey  Hospital,  Liverpool,  (infants  1) 

Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool 

Sefton  General  Hospital  . 

Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool  . 

Other  Hospitals  . 


1 

7 

176 

2 


3 


3 


1 

2 


5 


1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

9 


Total  219 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borou 
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Adjusted  live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.95)  - — 19.2 
Adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  1.41)  — 13.3 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s 
Quarterly  Returns  of  birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for 
certain  infectious  diseases  for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  together 
with  corresponding  data  in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Widnes. 


% 

England  and  Wales  Borough  of  Widnes 
Rates  per  1,000  population 

Births: 

Live  births 

15.7 

19.2  (c) 

Stillbirths 

/  0.37 

.68 

\23.0  (a) 

33.0  (a) 

Deaths: 

All  causes 

11.7 

13.3  (c) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

0.12 

0.06 

Respiratory 

0.11 

0.04 

Non-respiratory 

0.01 

0.02 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

2.08 

2.08 

Lung  and  bronchus  . 

0.41 

0.62 

Other  cancer  . 

1.67 

1.46 

Maternal  mortality  (total) 

0.56  (a) 

Nil 

Maternal  causes  (excluding 

abortion) 

0.46  (a) 

Nil 

Due  to  abortion 

0.10  (a) 

Nil 

Infant  mortality 

23.8  (b) 

29.6  (b) 

Neo-natal  mortality 

16.9  (b) 

17.8  (b) 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.74 

1.12 

Whooping  Cough 

2.07 

6.61 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.10 

0.14 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

3.59 

1.83 

Pneumonia 

0.57 

1.19 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0.07 

0.14 

Acute  Encephalitis  . 

0.00 

Nil 

Dysentery 

1.10 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.25 

0.34 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0.26 

0.12 

T  uberculosis — 

Respiratory  . 

0.71 

0.56 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

0.01 

Nil 

Other  . 

0.08 

0.12 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births. 

(c)  Adjusted  rate. 
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Details  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  1955  belonging  to  towns  with 
populations  similar  to  that  of  Widnes. 


Deaths  under  1  year 

Adjusted 

Rate  per  1,000 

Birth  Rate 

Adjusted 

relative  live 

Deaths 

Authority 

Population 

per  1,000 

Death  Rate  births 

under 

Population 

4  weeks 

England  and  Wales 

44,441,000 

15.0 

11.7 

25 

Widnes  . 

49,870 

18.4 

13.0 

30 

19 

Bebington 

49,100 

14.3 

10.0 

29 

13 

Crewe 

51,580 

14.0 

11.6 

35 

16 

Torquay 

50,270 

11.5 

11.1 

25 

9 

Stanley  U.D . 

47,900 

14.4 

12.9 

19 

10 

Basildon . 

54,270 

19.3 

10.3 

24 

21 

Chingford 

47,310 

10.1 

8.8 

13 

4 

St.  Albans 

45,310 

15.8 

9.7 

15 

8 

Chatham 

49,380 

16.9 

9.0 

31 

20 

Erith  . 

45,950 

13.8 

10.5 

21 

7 

Gravesend 

46,390 

16.1 

11.2 

25 

12 

Maidstone 

64,760 

13.1 

11.4 

21 

11 

Rochester 

45,480 

15.7 

11.2 

18 

7 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

51,210 

14.3 

13.5 

25 

10 

Lancaster 

49,750 

14.7 

15.0 

32 

13 

Leigh  . 

47,910 

14.4 

14.5 

41 

21 

Feltham . 

48,870 

15.9 

10.5 

15 

6 

Southall  . 

53,840 

12.9 

12.7 

17 

7 

Wood  Green 

50,610 

11.8 

9.4 

23 

10 

Gt.  Yarmouth 

51,600 

13.4 

11.4 

34 

15 

Wallsend 

49,440 

17.4 

13.1 

28 

18 

Beeston  &  Stapleford  U.D.  50,540 

13.9 

10.2 

17 

8 

Mansfield 

51,680 

14.7 

11.2 

29 

15 

Peterborough 

54,210 

16.8 

11.2 

26 

19 

Shrewsbury 

46,800 

14.3 

10.8 

25 

13 

Fareham  U.D . 

47,890 

18.1 

11.3 

27 

18 

Burton-on-Trent 

48,690 

16.0 

14.4 

26 

14 

Brierley  Hill  U.D. 

49,740 

13.1 

12.2 

25 

10 

Rowley  Regis 

49,120 

11.6 

12.7 

28 

13 

Esher  U.D. 

53,630 

14.1 

9.8 

20 

11 

Guilford 

49,810 

14.6 

9.6 

17 

10 

Malden  and  Coombes 

45,810 

12.9 

10.8 

12 

6 

Reigate  . 

48,180 

13.8 

10.3 

17 

6 

Woking  U.D . 

55,940 

15.7 

12.2 

16 

8 

Rugby  . 

46,790 

14.4 

10.1 

25 

14 

Nuneaton 

55,830 

15.5 

11.6 

25 

17 

Sutton  Coldfield 

50,630 

16.7 

9.6 

20 

15 

Oldbury 

54,550 

13.2 

12.4 

21 

12 

Dewsbury 

53,150 

16.9 

13.4 

25 

17 

Harrogate 

51,710 

12.7 

10.3 

26 

12 

Keighley 

55,720 

14.1 

14.4 

27 

18 
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Details  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1955  in  towns  with 
populations  similar  to  that  of  Widnes. 


Authority  Population 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whoop’g  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

Resp. 

1  uberculosis 

Other  forms 

Widnes  . 

49,870 

— 

— 

— 

51 

138 

— 

52 

829 

4 

24 

32 

39 

5 

Bebington 

49,100 

— 

— 

3 

34 

97 

— 

28 

497 

13 

22 

31 

33 

4 

Torquay 

50,270 

— 

— 

— 

18 

34 

— 

15 

883 

7 

14 

24 

32 

7 

Stanley  U.D . 

47,900 

— 

— 

1 

45 

182 

2 

295 

307 

1 

44 

33 

31 

5 

Basildon  U.D . 

54,270 

— 

— 

2 

20 

47 

— 

7 

1040 

5 

26 

21 

21 

8 

Chingford 

47,310 

— 

— 

1 

33 

14 

— 

7 

492 

12 

18 

9 

20 

2 

Chatham 

49,380 

— 

— 

2 

20 

173 

— 

1 

844 

2 

21 

8 

50 

6 

Ashton-u-Lyne 

51,210 

— 

— 

2 

69 

72 

— 

122 

1059 

2 

19 

8 

51 

4 

Lancaster 

49,750 

1 

— 

2 

18 

52 

— 

99 

337 

3 

18 

13 

39 

8 

Leigh 

47,910 

— 

— 

3 

33 

21 

— 

31 

418 

1 

9 

4 

19 

1 

Feltham  . 

48,870 

1 

— 

— 

23 

46 

— 

9 

1023 

7 

11 

14 

46 

5 

Wood  Green 

50,610 

— 

2 

1 

26 

28 

— 

34 

635 

4 

36 

27 

51 

5 

Great  Yarmouth . 

51,600 

— 

— 

1 

17 

187 

— 

80 

177 

4 

21 

5 

22 

4 

W  allsend 

49,440 

— 

— 

2 

37 

108 

— 

7 

1156 

4 

45 

1 

49 

8 

Beeston  and 

Stapleford  U.D. 

50,540 

— 

1 

1 

42 

72 

— 

21 

1503 

12 

15 

63 

54 

3 

Mansfield 

51,680 

— 

26 

— 

83 

36 

— 

33 

923 

2 

19 

4 

25 

— 

Shrewsbury 

46,800 

— 

— 

— 

15 

92 

— 

3 

708 

5 

11 

44 

23 

6 

Burton-on-Trent . 

48,690 

— 

1 

— 

38 

108 

— 

26 

1602 

— 

35 

— 

48 

3 

Brierley  Hill  U.D. 

49,740 

— 

1 

5 

11 

54 

— 

11 

566 

1 

33 

13 

41 

1 

Rowley  Regis 

53,630 

— 

— 

— 

22 

41 

— 

2 

903 

1 

1 

1 

25 

1 

Guildford 

49,810 

— 

1 

1 

19 

35 

— 

1 

301 

22 

17 

1 

30 

5 

Reigate  . 

48,180 

1 

— 

2 

21 

267 

— 

5 

973 

6 

48 

8 

23 

2 

Sutton  Coldfield . 

50,630 

1 

1 

1 

62 

92 

— 

6 

1390 

12 

25 

4 

.28 

4 

Harrogate 

51,710 

1 

— 

— 

58 

254 

— 

— 

516 

9 

48 

8 

17 

7 

12 


The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1926,  1936  and  1946  and  are  shown  together 
with  comparable  data  relating  to  the  year  under  review. 


Estimated  population 

1956 

50,060 

1946 

44,890 

1936 

42,380 

1926 

42,300 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

20.2 

25.5 

20.3 

21.4 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

9.4 

11.3 

12.9 

11.7 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births . 

30 

71 

89 

87 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  births 

Nil 

1.68 

7.76 

4.41 

Deaths  from  measles 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

13 

Deaths  from  diphtheria  . 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  .  .  .  .. 

Nil 

2 

5 

13 

Deaths  from  scarlet  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis 

2 

22 

21 

34 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

1 

4 

6 

10 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  from  cancer 

2.08 

1.47 

1.25 

1.02 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age  -  percentage  of  total 

40 

58 

64 

76 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

The  causes  of  death  of  infants  during  1956  are 
table: — 
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On 

1-  3 

Respiratory  Infection 

_ 

—  2 

1 

3 

Prematurity 

8 

—  —  _ 

8  — 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Birth  Injury 

1 

—  —  . 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1  —  - 

1  1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

—  —  _ 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations . 

3 

1  —  - 

4  1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

— 

—  —  _ 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

1  —  - 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  early  infancy 

4  . 

—  —  _ 

4  — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Other  diseases 

— 

-  -  — 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

16 

3  —  - 

19  6 

4 

1 

— 

30 

13 


INFANT  MORTALITY 
DEATHS  PER  1.000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


i 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


There  were  ten  nose  and  throat,  166  faeces  and  101  urine  specimens 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
during  1956.  Of  these  148  were  taken  during  a  routine  examination  of 
Water  Department  personnel  carried  out  in  order  to  discover  possible 
carriers  of  excremental  diseases. 

During  the  season  nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Public 
Swimming  Baths.  No  adverse  results  were  received. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year: 


DISEASES 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

56 

28 

— 

Para-typhoid 

— 

— ~ 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

— 

— 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

60 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

92 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

331 

8 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 

7 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

17 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

fM  . 

14 

27 

2 

(a)  Pulmonary  ■<  F 

14 

23 

— 

fTotal  . 

28 

50 

2 

pi  . 

3 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  <  F  . 

3 

1 

1 

f  Total  . 

• 

6 

1 

1 
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(ii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  age  groups: 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Total  Cases  at 

all  ages 

Under  1  year 

1 — 2  years 

3 — 4  years 

5 — 9  years 

10—14  years 

15 — 24  years 

25 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65  years  &  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

56 

— 

6 

17 

24 

7 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

92 

5 

8 

20 

55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Whooping  Cough 

331 

37 

84 

108 

100 

2 

— - 

- — • 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

60 

14 

11 

5 

2 

2 

4 

2 

12 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic 

7 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Food  Poisoning . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

5 

5 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  M 

14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

1 

F 

14 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

4 

3 

— 

Non.  Resp.  Tuberculosis  M 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

615 

57 

113 

155 

189 

18 

19 

25 

29 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever — 

Fifty-six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases 
notified  during  the  preceding  five  years  were:  1951 — 89;  1952 — 159; 
1953—134;  1954—54;  1955—51. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis — 

There  were  seven  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  and  in 
five  cases  some  functional  limitation  remains. 
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Diphtheria — 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  past 
twelve  years: 


Year 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Year 

No.  of 

Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

1945 

14 

1 

1951 

— 

— 

1946 

19 

• — • 

1952 

— 

— 

1947 

4 

— 

1953 

1 

— 

1948 

— 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1949 

2 

— 

1955 

— 

— 

1950 

• — 

— 

1956 

1 

— 

There  was  one  case  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year.  The  patient 
was  isolated  in  hospital  and  swabs  were  taken  from  known  contacts. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease,  in  the  Borough,  since 
1943  and  in  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  only  eight  cases  notified. 
During  the  previous  ten  years  there  were  1,048  cases  notified  including 
thirty-two  deaths. 

I  publish  these  figures  to  once  again  emphasise  the  importance  of 
immunisation  and  the  dangers  which  can  result  in  any  serious  decline  in 
the  percentage  of  children  immunised. 


Tuberculosis — 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1956  will  be  found  in  the  following  table: 


Age  Periods 
(Years) 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—  9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1U — 14 

15—19 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—24 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—54 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

14 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

28 

6 

2 

1 

There  were  no  deaths  of  non-notified  cases. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  thirty  years: 


Annual  Average 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Case  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

1926—1930 

1.43 

.87 

1.09 

.20 

1931—1935 

1.07 

.81 

.79 

.23 

1936—1940 

.88 

.61 

.58 

.13 

1941—1945 

.95 

.67 

.52 

.11 

1946—1950 

1.11 

.51 

.39 

.09 

1951—1955 

1.14 

.25 

.15 

.02 

1956 

.56 

.04 

.12 

.02 

There  were  thirty-four  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  of 
which  six  were  non-respiratory.  This  figure  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  of  1955  when  forty-four  cases,  including  five  non-respiratory,  were 
notified.  The  total  was  easily  the  lowest  ever  recorded  as  was  the  figure 
.56  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  as  having  recovered  from  the  disease 
during  the  year  was  again  fairly  high  but  not  sufficiently  high,  insofar 
as  respiratory  tuberculosis  is  concerned,  to  reduce  the  number  on  the 
register.  As  against  this,  however,  modern  methods  of  treatment  are 
causing  the  disease  to  be  much  less  severe.  This  is  shown  very  clearly 
in  the  continued  reduction  in  the  death  rate  from  the  disease  which  for 
the  year  under  review  was  .04  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Also  improving 
standards  of  living  and  health  education  appear  to  be  having  the  desired 
effect  in  helping  to  prevent  its  spread. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported 
as  having  recovered  from  the  disease  over  the  past  five  years: 


Year 

Respiratory 

Other  F< 

1952 

2 

20 

1953 

7 

22 

1954 

20 

22 

1955 

16 

8 

1956 

14 

7 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  as  follows: 


Defects  or  Nuisances:  No.  discovered  .  2,306 

No.  abated  .  .  .  .  .  2,171 

No.  being  dealt  with  .  .  .  .  125 

No.  or  Notices  served:  Informal  .  1,059 

Statutory  .  441 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  .  15 

No.  of  Premises  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,200 

No.  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,724 


Premises  kept  under  observation 

Number  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  . 

200 

92 

Food  Premises  . 

497 

777 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  . 

26 

32 

Premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  .  . 

144 

144 

Shops  selling  ice-cream  . 

125 

86 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

5 

60 

Tents  and  Caravans  . 

8 

6 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 

occurred  . 

147 

170 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 

100 

— 

Schools  — Provided  . 

11 

11 

Unprovided  .  .  .  . 

9 

9 

Closet  Accommodation — 

There  were  twenty-one  privy  middens  but  they  are  situated  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  Borough  and  cannot  be  converted  owing  to  the  absence  of 
adequate  sewers.  There  are  seven  waste  closets  in  existence  and  it  is  calcu¬ 
lated  that  14,386  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 

19 


Refuse  Removal — 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highways  Department,  for 
which  purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used.  There  are  twenty-one  ashpits 
attached  to  privies,  the  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough  are  provided 
with  portable  bins. 


Disinfestation — 

Forty-one  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation  and  eighty-two  private 
dwellings  or  other  premises,  were  treated  because  of  verminous  infestation. 
In  addition  householders  are  encouraged  to  carry  out  disinfestation  and  are 
supplied  with  suitable  insecticides. 


Rodent  Control — 

Two  whole-time  rodent  operatives  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  carried  out  their  work  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  period 
is  appended: 


Premises  treated  during  the  Year 

for  Mice 

for  Rats 

Dwellinghouses 

72 

140 

Shops  . 

8 

11 

Factories 

19 

17 

Hotels  . 

3 

2 

Schools . 

19 

6 

Clubs 

1 

2 

Cafes 

— 

— 

Warehouses 

1 

— 

Hospitals 

— 

— 

Churches 

— 

2 

Dairies  . 

— 

— 

Canteens 

3 

— 

Local  Authority  Premises 

1 

4 

Cinemas 

— 

1 

Other  Premises 

— 

2 

Brooks  and  Ditches  . 

— 

2 

Tips 

— 

1 

Areas 

— 

3 

Pig  Sties 

— 

2 

Farms  . 

— 

1 

Entries  . 

— 

1 

Main  sewer  treatments  are  carried  out  half-yearly  but  operations  are 
not  confined  to  these  particular  periods  if  the  presence  of  rats  in  any 
area  is  found  to  be  as  a  result  of  defective  drains,  etc. 
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Housing  Acts,  1936-1949: 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954: 

Ihe  table  set  out  below  shows  details  of  property  represented  for 
demolition  or  closure  during  1956: 


Property 

Number  of  Houses  dealt 

with 

Individua 

1  Houses 

Clearance 

Areas 

Closure 

Demolition 

Demolition 

5  Carlile  Street  . 

1 

4  and  6  Ann  Street 

2 

84/100  Dock  Street 

9 

1,  la  and  2  St.  Bedes  Terrace 

1 

2 

1  Stapletons  Cottages . 

1 

22  Green  Lane 

1 

65/71  Warrington  Road 

4 

8/20  Ellison  Street 

7 

2/18  Warrington  Road 

9 

47/65  Foundry  Lane 

10 

162/164  Hough  Green  Road 

2 

Total 

2 

8 

39 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1955  I  referred  to  the  preliminary  housing 
survey  being  carried  out  which  revealed  a  total  of  907  sub-standard 
houses.  The  Housing  Committee  resolved  to  tackle  this  problem  by  allo¬ 
cating  30%  of  its  new  houses  for  slum  clearance  during  1956,  and  by 
increasing  this  allocation  by  10%  each  year  to  a  maximum  of  50%  of 
the  annual  new  construction  until  the  programme  of  slum  clearance  was 
completed. 

During  the  year  under  review  fifty-two  houses  were  represented.  Of  these 
nine  were  dealt  with  as  individually  unfit  houses  for  demolition,  four  as 
unfit  houses  for  closure,  and  thirty-nine  were  dealt  with  as  houses  within 
Clearance  Areas.  Section  9  of  the  1954  Hemsing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
provides  a  standard  of  unfitness  against  which  houses  are  to  be  measured  for 
their  suitability  for  action  under  the  1936  Housing  Act.  Ihe  original  fears 
that  the  standard  would  not  be  high  and  would  be  difficult  to  apply  have 
to  some  extent  been  justified.  This  Section  abolished  the  application 
of  specific  local  bye-laws  and  regulations,  and  substituted  a  general  standard 
which  is  on  the  whole  less  rigorous  than  that  of  the  1936  Housing  Act. 
No  difficulty  was  encountered  in  dealing  with  the  fifty-two  houses  referred 
to,  as  these  weie  amongst  the  worst  in  the  town  and  so  seriously  below 
standard  as  to  be  manifestly  unfit  for  occupation.  If  the  present  standard 
remains  in  operation,  however,  difficulties  may  be  encountered  in  dealing 
with  Clearance  Areas  at  a  later  date. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement — 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  due  to  emission  of  smoke  and  fumes 
from  factories  still  remains  high.  Regular  observations  are  carried  out 
by  the  inspectors  and  in  all  cases  of  excessive  emissions  of  smoke  the 
managements  are  interviewed.  Escapes  of  gases  from  chemical  processes 
were  recorded  and  reported  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Alkali  Works  with  whom 
the  department  maintain  close  co-operation. 

The  average  deposit  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough  during  1956  is 
estimated  at  268.92  tons  per  square  mile.  This  is  an  increase  of  twenty-two 
tons  on  the  figure  for  1955  when  246.85  tons  per  square  mile  was  recorded 
but  seventeen  tons  less  than  for  1955. 

Sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  is  recorded  by  the  lead  peroxide  method 
as  milligrams  of  sulphur  trioxide  absorbed  per  day  on  100  sq.  cm.  of 
exposed  surface  treated  with  lead  peroxide.  The  daily  average  for  1955 
was  2.24  milligrams.  This  is  a  decrease  of  .05  on  the  figure  for  1954  which 
was  2.29  milligrams. 

A  detailed  survey  of  the  industrial  boiler  house  plant  in  the  town 
was  made  during  the  year.  This  revealed  the  nature  and  magnitude  of 
the  problem  in  Widnes.  There  are  fifty-two  major  factories  within  the 
Borough  manufacturing  heavy  chemicals,  metal,  soap,  gelatine  glue, 
bone  meal,  animal  food  and  fertilisers.  In  addition  there  are  a  number 
of  works  of  a  miscellaneous  character  producing  cement,  asbestos  cement 
goods,  insulating  materials,  furniture  and  light  engineering  products. 
There  are  sixty-two  chimneys  attached  to  boiler  plant  and  thiity-seven 
chimneys  from  processes.  There  are  also  numerous  vents  and  openings 
situated  at  low  level  which  emit  smoke  and  fumes  from  processes. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

It  was  therefore  with  considerable  interest  that  the  passing  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  was  awaited. 

The  first  appointed  day  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  was 
the  20th  December,  1956.  This,  however,  brought  into  being  only  some 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Of  these  the  most  important  are  the  powers  for 
creating  smoke  control  areas,  and  those  relating  to  the  installation  of  new 
furnaces  and  governing  the  height  of  chimneys.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  say 
how  effective  the  Clean  Air  Act  will  be  in  reducing  the  amount  and  nature 
of  pollution  in  the  air.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  Act  is  no  instrument 
of  dramatic  reform,  but  is  intended  to  gradually  reduce  air  pollution  over 
a  number  of  years. 
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Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  with  the  Deposit  Gauge — 

The  amount  of  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile,  and  the  average 
rainfall  during  1956  were  as  follows: 


Month 

Liver 
Health  pool 

Centre  Road 

Crow 

Wood  Hale- 
Hosp.  bank 

Farn- 

worth 

Shell 

Green 

Farm 

Average 

Rainfall 

inches 

Janaury 

.  40.36 

16.17 

21.45 

15.51 

12.46 

21.68 

3.59 

February 

.  17.10 

10.80 

14.68 

8.46 

5.99 

9.82 

0.41 

March . 

.  26.64 

12.77 

13.27 

10.89 

9.41 

16.20 

1.97 

April  . 

.  41.14 

16.85 

22.27 

22.71 

13.48 

24.27 

2.97 

May 

.  78.85 

13.54 

23.21 

11.82 

10.50 

18.59 

0.92 

June  . 

.  17.16 

16.64 

18.47 

15.74 

9.20 

— 

2.49 

July  . 

.  28.09 

19.22 

34.09 

20.18 

15.43 

20.63 

5.25 

August 

.  33.20 

18.31 

22.69 

48.19 

54.66 

24.44 

8.20 

September 

.  31.58 

13.14 

12.81 

15.61 

9.72 

154.88 

2.48 

October 

.  27.72 

14.84 

17.55 

18.40 

13.28 

21.73 

2.24 

November 

.  23.27 

12.50 

15.74 

15.60 

11.60 

17.41 

1.30 

December 

.  36.39 

16.40 

21.38 

19.20 

14.30 

28.44 

2.40 

Monthly  Average  .  33.46 

15.10 

19.80 

18.53 

15.00 

32.55 

2.85 

Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  the  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus: 

The  measurement  in  milligrams  of  S03  per  day  per  100  square  centi¬ 
metres  of  lead  peroxide  during  1956  was  as  follows: 


Month 

Health 

Centre 

Liverpool  Crow  Wood  Halebank 
Road  Hospital 

Farnworth 

Shell 

Green 

Farm 

January  . 

3.97 

2.47 

3.05 

2.26 

2.02 

2.93 

February 

3.81 

2.22 

2.72 

2.41 

2.00 

2.29 

March 

4.41 

3.32 

1.87 

2.75 

2.35 

2.27 

April 

3.55 

2.14 

1.83 

2.43 

1.38 

2.27 

May 

3.00 

1.65 

2.17 

1.39 

1.13 

2.20 

June  . 

2.28 

0.06 

0.62 

1.23 

0.96 

1.81 

July  . 

2.39 

1.15 

2.45 

1.30 

0.05 

1.26 

August  . 

2.71 

1.19 

1.49 

1.50 

1.72 

1.70 

September 

3.38 

1.97 

2.27 

2.03 

1.35 

2.06 

October  . 

3.51 

1.63 

2.92 

1.85 

1.81 

2.62 

November 

3.21 

2.21 

3.04 

1.76 

1.89 

2.62 

December 

4.94 

2.76 

3.56 

1.56 

2.37 

4.18 

Monthly  Average 

3.43 

1.90 

2.33 

1.87 

1.59 

2.35 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Milk  Supply — 

Since  January  1954  Widnes  has  formed  part  of  a  Specified  Area  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3  Order  1953. 
This  means  that  all  dealers  who  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  must  sell  their 
milk  under  special  designation. 

The  number  of  milk  dealers  other  than  cow-keepers  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  133.  There  were  142  dealers  licensed  for  the 
distribution  of  sterilised  milk,  forty-seven  for  the  distribution  of  pasteur¬ 
ised  milk  and  thirty  for  the  distribution  of  tuberculin  tested  milk.  One 
Pasteuriser’s  Licence  and  one  Supplementary  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  were 
also  issued. 

103  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  under  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase 
tests.  One  of  these  samples  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  under  the 
Phosphatase  test  and  investigation  at  the  pasteuriser’s  plant  showed  this 
to  be  due  to  a  temporary  defect  in  the  flow  diversion  valve  which  had 
rectified  itself.  A  subsequent  test  of  this  sample  for  B. Tuberculosis  proved 
negative. 

During  the  year  101  samples  of  milk  and  one  sample  of  cream  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Liverpool  City  Analyst.  There  were  forty-one 
legal  samples  of  which  three  were  found  to  be  not  of  the  standard  required. 
Of  the  samples  showing  deficiencies,  two  were  reported  to  be  slightly 
watered  and  one  had  a  small  deficiency  in  solids  other  than  milk  fat. 
These  contraventions  were  investigated  and  vendors  were  warned.  All 
but  one  of  the  sixty  informal  samples  were  genuine. 

Ice  Cream — 

During  the  year  the  sale  of  ice  cream  was  carried  on  from  124  premises 
which  were  found  upon  inspection  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  under 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and 
were  classified  as  follows: — 

Grade  1-9  samples  Grade  3  -  Nil 

Grade  2-2  samples  Grade  4-1  sample. 

Grades  1  and  2  are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Further  samples  taken 
from  the  vendor  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample  were  classified  grade  1. 

Storage,  Preparation  and  Sale  of  Food — 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  made  under  the  above  Act 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  January  1956,  and  throughout  the  year  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  have  visited  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold  and  copies  of  the  Regulations  were  distributed.  For  this 
purpose  816  visits  to  premises  and  109  inspections  of  street  trading  and 
food  delivery  vehicles  were  made. 
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It  was  necessary  in  eighty-two  instances  to  serve  notices  detailing  contra¬ 
ventions  and  requesting  compliance  with  the  regulations.  In  addition 
vaiious  meetings  of  food  handlers  were  advised  on  the  new  regulations 
by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  a  case  taken  under  Section  2  of  the  above  Act  the  Enfield  Confection¬ 
ery  Co.  Ltd.,  was  convicted  for  selling  food  not  of  the  nature  demanded 
and  fined  £5  with  £3.  15.  0 d.  costs. 

Chinese  Hen  Egg  Albumen  Crystals — 

In  April  I  was  approached  by  a  firm  with  premises  in  Widnes  with 
regard  to  the  setting  up  of  a  plant  for  the  sterilisation  of  the  above  product 
and  as  they  were  technically  well  equipped  to  undertake  this  work  I  agreed 
to  co-operate.  Enquiries  were  made  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  two  areas  where  this  treatment  was  alieady  being 
cariied  out,  and  the  plant  was  put  into  opeiation  in  June.  Certificates  for 
the  release  of  consignments  of  the  product  are  given  by  me  to  the  appropri¬ 
ate  Port  Health  Authority  and  after  sterilisation  samples  are  taken  by  my 
staff  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Initially  control  samples  were  taken  before  treatment  followed  by 
100%  sampling  after  sterilisation,  but  it  was  subsequently  decided  that 
10%  sampling  would  be  adequate.  349  samples  were  taken  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the 
years: — 


Food 

lb. 

ozs. 

Evaporated  Milk 

22 

Tinned  Fruit 

.  632 

8 

Bottled  Fruit 

15 

_ 

Tinned  Vegetables 

70 

3 

Tinned  Tomatoes  . 

26 

4 

Fresh  Tomatoes 

49 

_ 

Soup  . 

5 

13 

Condensed  Milk  . 

3 

_ 

Stewed  Steak 

4 

8 

Corned  Beef  . 

.  583 

4 

Luncheon  Meat 

61 

8 

Cheese  . 

2 

4 

Cooked  Ham 

53 

8 

Cream 

1 

2 

Tongue  . 

29 

12 

Baked  Beans  . 

4 

8 

Jam  . 

8 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

4 

9 

Bacon 

17 

_ 

Beef  . 

2 

_ 

Garden  Peas  . 

.  280 

_ 

Dried  Peas 

6 

8 

Fish  . 

50 

_ 

Ground  Rice 

5 

_ 

Tinned  Chicken  . 

18 

12 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  results  of  the  analysis: 


Sample  of 

No.  of 
samples 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 

Milk  . 

101 

97 

4 

Cream 

2 

2 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

8 

4 

4 

Ice  Cream 

3 

3 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

2  ■ 

2 

— 

Table  Jelly  . 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine 

5 

5 

— 

Butter . 

2 

2 

— 

Mustard  Sauce 

1 

1 

— - 

Sild  . 

1 

1 

— 

Veal  and  Ham  Roll  . 

1 

1 

— 

Port  Flavour  Beverage 

1 

1 

— 

Lard  . 

2 

2 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

3 

3 

— 

Beef  Suet 

1 

1 

— 

Cooked  Cockles 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  . 

1 

1 

— 

Coloured  Coffee  Sugar 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

1 

— 

Tomato  Juice 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

3 

3 

— 

Cut  Minced  Peel 

1 

1 

— 

Mint  Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Mineral  Water 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  Juice  . 

1 

1 

— 

Minced  Chicken 

1 

1 

— 

Remarks 


Vendors  warned. 


Slightly  deficient  in  meat. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections — 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

33 

15 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

150 

64 

22 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

17 

13 

— 

— 

Total 

188 

92 

22 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found — 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors, 
(S.6.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

37 

37 

— 

25 

— 

(c)  Not  seperate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

__ 

_ 

_ __ 

_ 

Total 

40 

40 

— 

28 

— 

29 
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